
BACKGROUND NOTES:

Background comments on the story from Exodus:
• Note that all  of the commandments are written in the second person, 

directed to the reader/listener: you should or should not,  not one should or 
should not. God speaks directly to us.

• This story shows the grace of God in that He continued to love His people 
and to help them when they were in need, even though they mistrusted and 
misbehaved again and again. (Psalm 106 summarizes this history of 
rejection and forgiveness.)

• For more insight into the reverence in which the Law was held, read Psalm 
19: 7-14. 

• When the impatient Israelites build and worship a golden calf,  God tells 
Moses that He is ready to give up on “your” people. God offers the same 
promise to Moses that he had made to Abraham (“I will make you and 
your descendants a great nation”). Moses pleads for the people and does 
not accept the offer of the Covenant belonging only to his family. 
(Compare Exodus 32: 10 to Genesis 12: 2.)

• While Aaron is giving in to the people and making a god for them, Moses 
is standing up to God! They may be brothers, but once again we see that 
they are not alike.

Background Comments on the Great Commandment: 
[adapted from “The Great Commandment Rotation, Bible Background” by 
Lisa M.]

Text: Matthew 22:37-40, Mark 12:30-31, Luke 10:27

Bible Background
Our memory verse, which appears in both Mark and Luke, is set in the context 
of a scholarly debate about the law. In Matthew and Mark, Jesus answers the 
scribe’s question “what commandment is the first  of all?” (Mark 12:29, Matthew 
22:36). Matthew adds that the second is like the first commandment, linking 
love of neighbor to love of God (Matthew 22:39) and in saying “on these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets” (22:40). 

In Luke, a lawyer asks Jesus what he must do to have eternal life and Jesus 
responds by asking the lawyer what the law says. The lawyer answers with the 
Great Commandment, to which Jesus replies “You have given the right answer; 
do this, and you will live.” The lawyer then asks “who is my neighbor?” and 
Jesus responds with the parable of the Good Samaritan.

The Great Commandment is not new. The first part,  “Love the Lord your 
God…”, is found in Deuteronomy 6:4, where it  is part of a general introduction 

The Ten Commandments

Written by Amy Crane, River Ridge Community Church         www.rotation.org                                          1

http://www.rotation.org
http://www.rotation.org


of the law and a commandment to teach it  to your children. The implication is 
that the way you love God with all your heart,  soul, strength, and mind is by 
following the law. The question for us is do we equate love of God with 
adherence to the law, or do we understand love of God as being expressed in 
other ways?
The second part,  “love your neighbor as yourself,” is found in Leviticus 19:18. 
Note, however that in the Leviticus story the commandment is clearly about 
“your people.” It  is Jesus, in the parable of the Good Samaritan which follows, 
who broadens the commandment to include all  people, not just those in your own 
sect.  The debate of how to interpret the term “neighbor” is not unique to the 
Gospels.  It  was a common debate within Judaism, as was the summary of the law 
with these two commandments. Jesus is not so much saying anything new as he 
is saying what side of this great debate he agrees with.

Teaching this Story to Kids
Law -- what is the law? Having a good understanding of what the law was in 
Jesus’ day helps us understand this great commandment in historical perspective. 
Law covered a great deal more in Jesus’ day than it  does in ours. Help children 
understand how sometimes the Biblical word “law” means the same thing as 
modern “law” and sometimes means the same thing as “rules.”

Love God – The command to love God with heart,  soul, strength, and mind 
sounds a little repetitious, and it  is.  But the message is clear – we must love God 
with everything we have, with every fiber of our being. We must love God more 
than we love anything or anyone else. That’s a tall  order. 

Love Neighbor – This is expanded upon in the Parable of the Good Samaritan, 
but the point needs to be made here as well.  Who is my neighbor? What does it  
mean to love one’s neighbor? There is a tendency to broaden this definition to 
include people very far away (i.e. foreign missions), but bringing it  close to 
home is important for children, too. After all ,  i t’s easy to say we “love” the 
people in our mission communities in Ecuador, a lot harder to love our siblings 
and the kid who teases us on the playground. The key is to teach kids that this is 
a “both/and” proposition, not “either/or.”

Love Self – A lot of attention has been paid in recent years that love of others 
and love of self are interconnected. While some of this sounds like 
psychobabble, and some of it  sounds like an excuse to put “me first” (not the 
intent of the scripture by any means) there is a certain truth that a person who 
has no self-esteem or self-worth finds it  very hard to enter into relationships 
that are truly loving. 
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RESOURCES

Lisa M. Posting at the rotation.org Lesson and Idea Exchange: “The Great 
Commandment: Great Commandment Rotation” http://rotation.infopop.cc/eve/
forums?a=tpc&s=1206067121&f=6656088121&m=959607606

Books for sharing during Shepherd Time: 
Look for books on Moses and the Exodus: (there are many lovely illustrated 
books available. These are just a few; ask a librarian for help finding more.)

Chaikin, Miriam. Exodus .  New York: Holiday House, 1987.

Fisher, Leonard Everett.  Moses .  New York: Holiday House, 1995.

Sherman, Ori.  The Four Questions .  New York: Dial Books, 1989.

Wildsmith, Brian. Exodus .  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans Books for Young 
Readers, 1998.

OTHER RESOURCES FOR SHEPHERDS  (just in case you have some extra 
time to fill  — in addition to reviewing the catechism questions):
PUZZLES:
http://www.calvarychapel.org/children/site/pdf/Old/Curr043.pdf (also coloring 
sheet)
http://www.billybear4kids.com/holidays/pesach/maze/maze1.htm (maze)
http://www.sundayschoolresources.com/wordsearch5.htm (Wordsearch)
http://www.calvarychapel.org/children/site/pdf/New/Curr224.pdf (Great 
Commandment Puzzles)
COLORING SHEETS:
http://www.christiananswers.net/kids/clrpg007.html

Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, 
copyright © 1996. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.,  
Wheaton, Illinois 60189. All rights reserved.
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